
FROM FR. ALIMAJI‟S DESK: 
Reflections on the Call to Discipleship: 
 

 

     In 742 B.C. the prophet Isaiah was privileged to a vision of God and the angels in the 

Sanctuary (cf. Is. 6:1-2, 3-8).  The angels „song of “holy, holy, holy” reminds me of the one we 

use at Mass.   The temple shook because they were singing loudly, I guess.   The smoke that 

filled the temple, was for the Jews reminiscent of the clouds at Mt. Sinai, and reminds me of the 

smoke of incense at our altars.   We remember that the Lord Jesus was presented with 

frankincense signifying God.  The Lord God appeared to Isaiah “of unclean lips” (Is. 6:5), to 

Peter the “sinful man” (Lk. 5:8), and to Paul that “persecuted the church of God” (1 Cor. 15:9).   

But God called them.   The feeling of unworthiness is most often our initial response.   Then the 

Lord reassures us. These help us to realize that our calling is only by God‟s grace.   It does not 

depend on one‟s holiness.   But God sees in us what we cannot see in ourselves that we can 

become useful instruments for the kingdom. 

 

     Whoever comes in contact with the Magnificent Holy God becomes aware of sinfulness.   

Awareness of our sinfulness brings the shock of death into our lives.   At this state we realize our 

doom, choose repentance, and vote to serve the living God.  Repentance leads to confession of 

sins.   Confession then leads to full purpose of amendment of life.  Amendment of life helped by 

grace leads to change helped by prayer.   Change and continuous prayers in the presence of the 

Holy lead to transformation.  Our transformed life-style intensifies our prayer-life and places us 

on the way to perfection.   Filled with the love of God we become serious disciples animated by 

charity and the call to duty as truly renewed disciples.   Our positive response to discipleship 

helps us to deepen our prayer-life and our service or ministry among God‟s people called by 

grace.  These are various levels of growth and salvation in Christ.   At which of these levels do 

you find yourself in relations with God?   Then work harder in the pursuit of holiness.   Seek His 

presence more and more.  And, you know what?  God‟s presence fascinates my soul.   His 

presence fascinates to the point that you want to appear often before him in prayer, the holy 

Mass, adoration and other devotions.  The more your pray the greater you grow in grace.  

 

     Let us ponder it over from another point of view.   Each one of us is called to become a 

disciple.  Our situations in life might differ.   For any person called to be saved (cf. 1 Cor. 15:2), 

the response is expected to be positive in walking towards God.   While the call to discipleship is 

a call to serve, it is principally a call to self-surrender to God.  A person that surrenders to God 

becomes God‟s instrument, fit for eternal life and fit for spreading the good news.  Like St. Paul 

and the Apostles, every child of God in Christ, every Christian, is expected to engage in some 

ways in the spread of the good news, so that I in turn will hand on to others “what I received” (1 

Cor. 15:3).  And so the Lord said to those fishermen” “From now on you will be catching men.”  

(Lk. 5:10).  Let me indicate here that there are different kinds of ministries in the royal 

priesthood of the faithful (cf. 1 Pt. 2:9-10), including the Ministerial Priesthood, the prophetic 

discipleship by which one so called becomes a prophet (cf. Eph. 4:7, 11-16; 1 Cor. 12:28-31; 

Rom. 12:6-8; Acts 21:8-14; 2 Tm. 4:5).  In the NT this is the ministerial discipleship by which 

one leaves everything to follow the Master (cf. Mt. 10:1-4).  One abandons, so to speak, father 

and mother, wife and children, and property besides, to give one‟s life completely to Christ, and 

assumes the role of announcing God‟s word (cf. Lk. 5:11; Mt. 4:18-22; 19:27-29).   This is what 



prophetic discipleship is all about.   One of the prophet‟s roles is to announce God‟s word to 

initiate a change of heart.   

 

     When Jesus the Lord called his disciples, he called them in their jobs.   They did not follow 

him empty-handed.  No!  They applied their jobs in ministry; Peter as a fisherman and Paul as a 

tent maker.   They left the world behind them, their comfort zones, and followed him with their 

trades for no monetary gains.   Therefore our trade or profession in life cannot prevent us from 

serving the living God.   My profession becomes an advantage instead.   God is capable of 

converting our trade and profession into instruments for the kingdom, if we allow him to.   

Leaving everything to follow God includes leaving our past, leaving our comfortable positions to 

serve the Lord.    For the Christian Church, the Master is Christ and the disciple is the individual 

Christian.  Each of us is called to become a fisher of men.    

 

 


